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Thank you, Mr. President,
| am speaking on behalf of the Zero Mercury Working Group.

Vinyl chloride monomer (VCM) production is the largest remaining intentional industrial use of
mercury. As this use is significantly supplied by primary mercury mining, its phase out becomes
even more important.

The Secretariat's report concluded that mercury use in VCM production is now limited to a few
Parties and mainly China. Information available confirms that mercury free alternatives for the
acetylene based production processes already exist, and most of the world uses the ethylene
based process for mercury free PVC production.

Furthermore, it is of major importance that the primary mercury mines close and stop adding new
mercury to the environment, especially to limit the possibilities of illegal mercury trade for ASGM
and other uses.

As presented above, based on existing processes, we are convinced that COP6 has sufficient
evidence that mercury-free catalysts are readily available, as well as technically and
economically feasible and request the phase out of this process.

Thank you



