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Thank you, Mr. President,

The continuation of primary mercury mining and illegal trade of mercury remain extremely
problematic areas under the treaty and compromise efforts made to control and eliminate
where possible, mercury use. The report just presented by the EIA exposed how Mexican
mercury mines, some allegedly taken over by organized crime, are driving a deadly supply chain
that links gold mining, environmental devastation, and human rights abuses.

In view of the challenges reported under Article 3, including illegal trade, transit and re-export,
discrepancies in trade data as well as illegal online trading, high priority and attention should be
given by the COP to these matters.

The draft decision can be further strengthened to ensure that there is Increased strategic
collaboration among governments and international agencies and that Immediate actions are
taken by governments to regain control of mercury mine territories and investigate the illegal
trafficking networks.

Furthermore, COP 6 should set up an intersessional open ended expert group charged with
making recommendations to COP-7 to accelerate the closing of primary mines, eliminate
loopholes in the Convention that benefit traffickers and illegal gold miners, improve
comprehensive reporting on mercury trade, and identify enhanced enforcement measures
necessary to eliminate the illegal production, trade and use of mercury in ASGM.

On compounds:

The ZMWG welcomes the findings of the study confirming that significant quantities of mercury
compounds are traded and used in manufacturing and products, often without restrictions. Many
of these compounds can be easily converted into elemental mercury, undermining the goals of
the Convention.

As revealed by the 2023 EIA report, some compounds are also added intentionally for the
production of mercury-added skin lightening products, such as ammoniated mercury, a use that
is not allowed under the Convention.

The ZMWG supports CRP2, for the COP to establish an intersessional open ended expert group
charged with making recommendations to COP-7 on the steps necessary to close the loopholes
in the Convention and eliminate the detrimental use of mercury compounds in SLPs and other
hazardous uses.

Thank you


https://eia.org/report/traffickers-leave-no-stone-unturned/

