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Switzerland must enact full mercury export ban say environmental groups

Fiftyl environmental groups are calling on Switzerland to match their words with action0 by fully

Just weeks after Switzerland held the first COP of the Minamata Convention on mercury they are consic
“Switzerland remains thElesaljmhbe fidi-Set tivhon Froject Maraigeri rdere idenc tioy € toripaigast af the
The EEB is Europe’s largest network of environmental citizens' organizations with around 140 organisat
The EU banned exports of mercury in 2011 but the Swiss mercury trade has continued. Some 50 envirc
Mercury is a dangerous neurotoxin and exposure can cause serious health problems.

A public consultation was launched in Switzerland last year with proposed amendments to four ordinan
“Unfortunately, commemlidhaiel Bendes, Bixertidly Mencuryddolity ®HogeBtyitkSgovernment to allow m
“If Switzerland wants to be the flag bearer for the Convention, it needs to show exemplary leadership.”
Advocates point out that the Convention calls on Parties to phase down the use of dental amalgam, wh
“We strongly urge SwitZBrl&ihhrricacbiosdainrPéariemnRegemigla Adiisiorx Emvivenfhent and Social D

“Exporting mercury specifically for dental mercury use sends a contradictory message.”
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Advocates say that it may be difficult to ensure that exported mercury will only go for intended uses anc

The Swiss Federal Council’s decision is expected tomorrow Wednesday 25 October.
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For further information, please contact:

Elena Lymberidi-Settime|dfiajgot feolidredbroderotdgataty iankdaign’, EelememBevidd@eental Bure
b.org

Michael Bender, DirectondvbenynyliPpliegdPagect; tisget+! H1802:-917 8222 rcurypolicy@aol.c
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