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?
Why Minamata for Mercury Treaty?

NGOs

NGOs all over the world think it is important for Minamata people with Minamata
tragedy to participate in the process for developing Mercury Treaty.

Minamata tragedy should be considered as not only issues in a country but also
worldwide issues and it should be shared with people all over the world

Lessons learned from Minamata should be reflected into the Mercury Treaty.




Overview of Mercury Issues in Japan

Japan has experienced serious methylmercury poisoning incidents in Minamata and Niigata
but they are not yet completely solved.

2. 1974

The last primary mercury mining was closed in 1974.

3. 1999

All mercury-based chlor-alkali plants were closed by 1999.

4. 100

More than 100 tons/year of mercury is recycled from mercury containing products, wastes
and by-products from smelters.

5. 13

Although mercury containing products are decreasing, they are not prohibited and about 13
tons/year of mercury is still used for production of such products.
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Overview of Mercury Issues in Japan (contd.)

4 150

In the past four years, more than 150 metric tons of the recycled mercury was exported mainly
to developing countries annually.

7.

Mercury concentrations in fish and consumption advisories for pregnant women were published
several years ago.

8.

Nationwide investigations were made on Japanese hair mercury levels.

0.

High mercury levels were found in hair samples from residents of Taiji, a Japanese whaling town.

10. 2010 ?

In 2010 summer, high level mercury was detected in exhaust at municipal incinerators in Tokyo.
and several ones stopped. lllegally dumped?




1932 2010

Minamata Disease Summary What Happened in Minamata during 1932 to 20107

1932-1968

1932-1968 Chisso operated acetaldehyde plant in Minamata. Inorganic mercury was used as a catalyst.
Alkylmercury compound was being released to Minamata Bay.

1950

1950s: Sufferers emerged among residents around Minamata.

Unethical acts of Chisso: intentionally concealing facts of the Minamata case, delaying in bringing the facts to light
by presenting various counterarguments mobilizing "expert scientists", dealing with the victims contrary to public
policy and using violence.

1997 (2010
The certification criterion in 1977 (2010: Osaka district court ruled it to be no medical basis.)

2004

2004: Supreme Court denounced inaction of Government and Kumamoto Prefecture in preventing spread of the
disease and recognized their responsibility

2009

2009: Minamata Disease Victim Relief Law was passed at the Diet. (payment of a lump sum to uncertified victims,
and the splitting of Chisso into two companies. )

2010 5

2010 May: Then Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama proposed to name the treaty the Minamata treaty.
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Estimated Numbers of Victims

(Victims compensated)
(Certified victims) 2,271
(Political settlement) 11,000
(Judgment by Supreme Court) 51

(Victims to be compensated)
Applicants for certification 7,608
(Victims received free medical treatment ) 26,670

(Maybe identified later ) ??

(Estimated total number of compensated victims) 47,600 + ?7?

The high-level acute mercury poisoning was emphasized but the low level exposure, especially to

fetuses and children was not paid much attention.
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Mercury Recycling in Japan

|
Recycling: Nomura Kohsan in Hokkaido

By-products from Smelters
Recycling used Batteries, Fluorescent Lamps,

- 100
Recycle: More than 100 Ton/Year
| 13
Demand: Approx. 13 Ton/Year (Fluorescent Lamps, Blood Pressure Cuffs, Batteries,... )
- 100
Export: More than 100 Ton/Year
|
Maybe used for ASGM in Developing Countries

[
One reason for Japan's mercury export: Difficulty in storage of surplus mercury:
Technology , Cost, Responsibility (MoE)




Mercury Export of Japan

Japan is the only country in Asia apart from Kyrgyzstan that exports mercury, mainly
derived from nonferrous metal smelters and recycling of mercury containing products
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The listed countries are 'initial' destinations from Japan but 'final' destinations are
unknown. Currently there is no traceable system to identify the final destination and actual
use of the exported mercury.
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EU and US Passed Mercury Export Ban Acts. How about Japan?

mEU

2008 9
September 2008: The Council adopted a regulation to ban exports of metallic mercury
and to provide for its safe storage

2011 3 15
The export ban will come into effect in 2011.

2008 10
October, 2008: The Congress passed the Mercury Export Ban Act

2013
The export ban will come into effect in 2013

EU 3
As a major trading giant in the world with powerful influence and also as a country
with Minamata experience, Japan should become the third global power to ban
mercury export following the EU and the US.




October 15, 2009, Civil Society Organizations Joint Statement
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1

To enact a Mercury Export Ban Act.

2

To safely place in long-term storage all surplus mercury produced in Japan

3.

To show good leadership to realize the International Mercury Treaty and increase effort
to create mercury storage capacity for Asia and the Global Mercury Partnership.

NGO 54 Japanese organizations: 54
NGO 60 Overseas organizations: 60
NGO 114 Signatory Organizations Total: 114




Facilities for Long Term Storage

EU

Asia Mercury Storage Project
UNEP(DTIE)/Hg/INC.1/INF/9, May 12, 2010 Inception Workshop, 4-5 March 2009

K+S Entsorgung GmbH
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UNEP

Governing Council (GC)
UNEP’s Efforts to Reduce Risk from Mercury

2001 GC21 21

Development of a global assessment of mercury to consider international actions on mercury

2003 GC22

Technical assistance and capacity-building activities to support the efforts of countries to take
action regarding mercury pollution.

2005 GC23

Initiating national, regional and global actions and partnership program

2007 GC24

Establishment of an ad hoc open-ended working group to review and assess options for
voluntary or legal instruments

2009 GC25 2013 27
INC
2010

Convening an intergovernmental negotiating committee (INC) to prepare a global legally binding
instrument on mercury, commencing its work in 2010 with the goal of completing it prior to the
27th regular session of the GC/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in 2013.
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UNEP INC

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC)

- (INC)

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC)

2010 6 [INC1 7 to 11 June 2010, Stockholm, Sweden

2011 1 INC2 24 to 28 January 2011, Chiba, Japan

2011 10 INC3 30 October to 4 November 2011, Burkina Faso
2012 6 INC4 June 2012, Uruguay

2013 INC5 Early 2013, Brazil or Switzerland

m2013

2013 diplomatic conference

INC1
2013

Japan confirmed its interest in naming the treaty the Minamata Convention and it offered to
host the 2013 diplomatic conference that will be held to adopt the Convention




UNEP INC1
20010 6 7 11

The First Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC1)
from 7 - 11 June 2010 in Stockholm

NGOs’ Participation and Intervention

29 55 55 NGOs from 29 countries

- ZMWG
The Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG)

45 90 NGO

an international coalition of more than 90 NGOs from 45 countries

- POPs IPEN
The International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN)

100 700 NGO

an international coalition of more than 700 NGOs from 100 countries

- HCWH
Health Care Without Harm (HCWH)
(0] 473

an international coalition of 473 organizations in more than 50 countries, working to
transform the health care sector

[
dental amalgams, and Indigenous Peoples’ organizations etc.




“Minamata Treaty’proposed by Japanese Government

Some people argued that “Japan is not eligible to propose a ‘Minamata Treaty’ until it stops
the mercury export, compensates all Minamata victims, and fulfills its responsibility for the
Minamata issues”.

But other person said that "by giving the treaty a name that commemorates the victims of the
famous Minamata mercury poisoning incident, Japan and others will create a high set of
expectations that the treaty will be strong enough to actually honor the victims by preventing
and minimizing the exposure of future generations to mercury pollution”.




UNEP INC2
2011 1 24 28

CACP’s Project for the Second Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC2)
from 24 - 28 January 2011 in Makuhari, Japan

m|NC?2 NGO

One of Key words from NGOs at INC2:
Honor Minamata, Learn From Minamata and Build a Strong Mercury Treaty!

- INC2 (EEB/ZMWG IPEN
Project in Japan prior to INC2 supported by EEB/ZMWG and partly by IPEN

Report: MINAMATA AND THE GLOBALTREATY ON MERCURY

Communication and Information Exchange with the Minamata community
12 4 NGO

NGO International Mercury Symposium in Tokyo on December 4, 2010
1 23/24 /

Presentation and Intervention by Minamata People at the NGO Side-Event on Jan 23 and at the plenary
session on Jan. 24

1 24-28 NGO
Jan.24-28 Photo Exhibition of Aileen-Archive at Makuhari NGO booth




Thanks!

Citizens Against Chemicals Pollution (CACP)
http://www.ne.jp/asahi/kagaku/pico/




