To:

Dr. Poul Erik Petersen

Oral Health Programme, Health Promotion
Department of Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion
World Health Organization

20, Avenue Appia-CH-1211

Geneva 27  Switzerland

13 November 2009
Dear Dr. Petersen,

We are writing with respect to the upcoming WHO Meeting on the Future Use of
Materials for Dental Restoration, 16 to 17 November 2009, and specifically in relation to any
subsequent meeting report or recommendations thereafter.

We would kindly like to remind and invite the WHO colleagues and meeting
attendees to carefully consider the health and/or environmental risks resulting from
continuing use and subsequent release of dental mercury. Furthermore, we would also
strongly urge WHO to take a progressive and pro-active position with regard to the
innovative use of mercury-free alternatives in parallel with WHO’s commendable goal of
bringing affordable dental healthcare to a much wider part of the global population. This is
entirely consistent with the vast number of similar initiatives going on worldwide to phase out
the use of mercury in products and processes.

As you explained in your 22 October 2009 correspondence regarding the purpose of
the meeting: in February 2009, the world governments reached consensus on the need for a
global legally binding treaty in order to significantly reduce mercury exposure worldwide:

“...awareness of the environmental implications of mercury has increased markedly
over recent years, and mercury is a matter of concern to several countries and
international organizations. Furthermore, the United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP) has launched an initiative on avoiding the contamination of the environment
from mercury which has implications to the use of dental amalgam in countries...The
advantages and disadvantages of these alternatives need to be analyzed in order for
WHO to update the knowledge base and give advice to countries in this matter. The
intention of the meeting is to provide global guidelines and strategies for the future
use of biomaterials and the challenges are different for high-, middle-, and low-
income countries.”

It has been scientifically demonstrated that mercury can drift long distances through
the atmosphere and contamination from this dangerous neurotoxin poses a major worldwide
threat to human health and the environment. Mercury is persistent and can be transformed
in the environment into methylmercury, its most toxic form, which readily passes through
both the placenta and blood-brain barriers. It accumulates in the bodies of humans and
wildlife and can become more concentrated as it moves up the food chain, especially in
certain types of fish.

There are various pathways where mercury from dental amalgams may be released
and where it can be only partially controlled (dental clinics, waste water and sewage sludge,
crematoria, cemeteries etc.) However, it is generally accepted that effective global control of
these releases would be not only impossible, but also inordinately expensive.

In order to effectively reduce the quantities of mercury circulating in the atmosphere
and biosphere, the UNEP member governments have agreed that there is a need to reduce
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the supply of, and demand for, mercury worldwide. In addition, mercury supply and trade are
priority areas for the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) deliberations to
prepare a legally binding instrument on mercury. This approach is also consistent with the
overall goal of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership, which is to protect human health and
the global environment from the release of mercury and its compounds by minimizing and,
where feasible, ultimately eliminating global, anthropogenic mercury releases to air, water,
and land.

In summary, given the timing of the WHO meeting in relation to the start of INC
deliberations, we would respectfully request that meeting participants be made fully aware of
the global health and environmental risks resulting from continuing use and subsequent
release of dental mercury. There are a growing number of examples where countries have
dramatically reduced (i.e. 50% reduction in dental mercury use in the USA over six years) or
practically eliminated dental mercury use, such as the case in Scandinavia. However, we
are fully aware of the challenges developing countries face in phasing out mercury uses and
recognize that an innovative and differentiated approach may be necessary.

In conclusion, we would strongly urge you and other meeting participants to
recommend the use of mercury-free alternatives whenever they are determined viable,
consistent with a vast number of similar initiatives going on worldwide to phase out the use
of mercury in products and processes whenever viable, mercury-free alternatives are
available. It would be important that mercury-free filings become the rule and not the
exception to dental treatment.

Thank you in advance for considering our views on this important environmental
health issue. Please don’t hesitate contacting us if you have questions, or need additional
information.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Bender, Director Lisette van Vliet, Ph.D. Toxics Policy
Mercury Policy Project Advisor

Co-founder , Zero Mercury Working Group Health & Environment Alliance
Montpelier, Vermont, U.S.A. Brussels, Belgium
www.mercurypolicy.org www.env-health.org

+1 802 223 9000
Mike Jackson DDS

Elena Lymberidi-Settimo President
Project Coordinator ‘Zero Mercury International Academy of Oral Medicine
Campaign’ and Toxicology
European Environmental Bureau (aisbl) Champions Gate, FL, USA
(EEB) www.iaomt.org
Co-founder , Zero Mercury Working Group
Brussels, Belgium Dr. Med. Joachim Mutter for the
WWW.zeromercury.org Department of Environmental Medicine
+32 2 289 1301 Dental Clinic

Praxis fur Umwelt- und Integrative Medizin
Josh Karliner, International Team Belegarzt Zahnklinik
Coordinator Konstanz/Germany
Health Care Without Harm www.zahnklinik.de

www.noharm.org
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Ram Charitra Sah

Executive Director

Center for Public Health and
Environmental Development (CEPHED)
Nayabasti, Imadol-5, Lalitpur
Kathmandu, Nepal

Dr. Med. Christel Schockmel-Leibeck
Médecine générale,
UmwetmedizinSecrét. Scient.adjoint de
ALMEN

Juan Manuel Lameiro-Barreiro
Presidente

AGL- Asociacion Galega de Linfedema
Vilagarcia de Arousa (Pontevedra)
SPAIN

Marie GROSMAN, M.Madeleine
LEGRAND, J.Luc BOFFET
co-présidents de I'association francaise
NON AU MERCURE DENTAIRE
Cherbourg Cedex
Non-au-Mercure-Dentaire.org

France

Larisa Slivchenko
NGO “Independent ecological expertise”
Kyrgyzstan

Dr Damien Downing, Dr. John Meldrum,
Dr. Rajendra Sharma

British Society for Ecological Medicine
London

www.ecomed.org.uk

Dr. Santiago de la Rosa Iglesias

www.ropaz.net

Pte. Comision de Medicos Naturistas del
ICOMEM, ESPANA

Paula Kavanagh R.D.H.
paula.kavanagh@comcast.net

Faye Ferrer
Health Care Without Harm Southeast Asia
www.noharm.org/seasia
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ASOCIACION DE AFECTADOS POR
LOS SINDROMES DE SENSIBILIDAD
QUIMICA MULTIPLE, FATIGA
CRONICA, FIBROMIALGIA Y PARA LA
DEFENSA DE LA SALUD AMBIENTAL
(ASQUIFYDE)

Ambito Estatal -

C/. Lo Pilot, 8 bungalow F

03550-SANT JOAN (Alicante)

Espafia

Francisca Gutiérrez Clavero,

Presidenta

Asociacion sin animo de lucro. Inscrita en
el Registro Nacional de Asociaciones
Grupo 1, Seccion 1, Numero 591380
www.asquifyde.org

Bernard Windham, President
DAMS International
Tallahassee, FL , USA

Fernando G. Bejarano

Director

Centro de Analisis y Accion en Toxicos y
sus Alternativas (CAATA)

Center for Analyses and Action on Toxics
and their Alternatives

Mexico www.caata.org

James Turner, Board Chair
Citizens for Health (citizens.orq)
Suite 101

1400 16™ St. NW

Washington DC, 20036

M.D. Brigitte Hauck

Support Group of Amalgam-

und Zahnmaterialgeschadigten Kronach
Germany

Ms. Penchom Tang, Walaiporn
Mooksuwan

Director

Ecological Alert and Recovery — Thailand
(EARTH)
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Lars D. Hylander

Uppsala University

Department of Earth Sciences, Air, Water
and Landscape Science.

Uppsala, Sweden

Diane M. Miller J.D., Director of Law
and Public Policy

National Health Freedom Coalition &

National Health Freedom Action

St. Paul, MN 55116-1863

www.nationalhealthfreedom.org

Charles G. Brown, National Counsel
Consumers for Dental Choice
Washington, DC 20002, USA
www.toxicteeth.org

Marian Barnes Vazquez

President of ANDECO

Red Internacional de Promotores del
Ecoturismo en Andalucia, Asociacion para
la Proteccion Ambiental y la Defensa de la
Salud (International Network of Promoters
of Ecotourism in Andalucia, Asociation for
Environment Protection & Health Defense)
www.ecoturismoenandalucia.org

Mélaga — Spain

Alfredo Herranz Sanz

Presidente de SUNAPTEIN

Asociacion para la Promocién de la Salud
Mental

(Association for the Promotion of Mental
Health)

www.sunaptein.org

Madrid — Spain

Clara Valverde

President of Liga SFC

(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome League)
Coordinator of GEDEA Research Group
(State Group of Study of Environmental
llinesses)

www.ligasfc.org

Barcelona — Spain

Bruno Giambelluca
Informacién General.
Campafa de Basura Cero.
Bahia Blanca, Argentina.
www.basuracerobahia.org
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Blanca Mesistrano

President of FibroAmérica

Personas con Fibromialgia, Sindrome de
Fatiga Croénica, Sensibilidad Quimica
(Association of people with Fibromyalgia,
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Multiple
Chemical Sensitivity)
http://fibroamerica.blogspot.com
Www.groups.google.com/group/fibroameri
ca

Cérdoba — Argentina

Ana Medina Torres

President of AVA

Asociacion para Vencer el Autismo
(Association to Defeat Autism)
www.autismoava.org

Barcelona — Spain

Arturo Samit Alvarado

President of DE-SA-MA

Asociacion de Ciudadanos para la
Defensa de la Salud y el Medio Ambiente
(Association of Citizens for the Defense of
Health and Environment)
www.samit.cl/nuestra.htm

Vifia del Mar — Chile

Montserrat Porto Deibe

President of AFFINOR

Asociacion de Fibromialxia e Fatiga

Cronica do Noroeste

(Association of Fibromyalgia and Chronic
Fatigue of the Northwest)

www.sonico.com/fibofatigosos

Ferrol — Spain

Marifé Antufia Suérez

Coordinator of Foro de Fibromialgia y
Fatiga Croénica “FibroAmigosUnidos” &
“FibroAdolescentes”

(Forums of Fibromyalgia and Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome for adults and youth)
www.fibroamigosunidos.com and
www.fibroadolescentes.foroes.net
Gijon — Spain

Ofelia Tabares Diaz

President of ALDIS

Asociacion para Prevenir y Sanar
Enfermedades Infantiles (Association to
Prevent and to the Heal Infant llinesses)
www.antonioaaron.com/aldis.htm

Santa Cruz de Tenerife — Spain
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Maria Dolores BermUdez Vazquez
President of AGAFI

Asociacion Galega de Fibromialxia
(Fibromyalgia Galician Association)

www.agafi.org
Santiago de Compostela — Spain

Maria Eugenia Campoo Alvarez-Cruz
President of the Consejo General de
Colegios de Protésicos Dentales de
Espafa

(General Council of Colleges of Dental
Prosthetists in Spain)
WwWw.consejo-protesicosdentales.org
Madrid — Spain

Nicola R. Lewis, President of

ASOFIBEN

Asociacion de Fibromialgia y Fatiga

Cronica de Benidorm

(Association of Fibromyalgia and Chronic
Fatigue of Benidorm)

www.asofiben.org

Alicante — Spain

Lilian Corra, International Secretary
International Society of Doctors for the
Environment, ISDE.

Switzerland

www.isde.org

J.P. Havard

Chairman of SOLIDARITE GUYANE
(French NGO)
http://www.solidarite-guyane.org/

Heidi Streminger

President of the association MCS-SOS

Multiple Chemical Sensitivity - Self-help
Organisation Switzerland

Rainweg 11

CH-3250 Lyss

WWW.mcs-sos.ch

Jean Huss
President
AKUT asbl
Luxembourg
www.akut.lu

Natasa Janev Holcer

PRESIDENT OF THE NGO PIN FOR
HEALTH

Zagreb, Croatia
WWW.PINFORHEALTH.HR

Page 5 of 7

Rico Euripidou

groundWork- Friends of the Earth SA
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
www.groundwork.org.za

Kristin Moestue Westermoen
Vice Chair

Forbundet Tenner og Helse
http://www.tenneroghelse.no

Carol Ward

Vice President

DAMS (Dental Amalgam Mercury
Solutions, Int’l.)

Ardmore, PA

U.S.A.

Freya Koss,

Director, Pennsylvania Coalition for
Mercury-Free Dentistry
Wynnewood, PA

U.S.A.

Inge-Lis Marchant

Chairman

Foreningen mod Skadeligt
Dentalmateriale

The Danish Association for Non-Toxic
Dentistry

Copenhagen, Denmark
www.fmsd.dk

Ulf Bengtsson

1st Research Engineer
Linkdping University
Linkoping, Sweden
www.liu.se

DR. PILAR MUNOZ-CALERO PREGRIN
PRESIDENT

FUNDACION ALBORADA

BRUNETE (MADRID) - SPAIN

WEB: www.fundacio-alborada.org

Helen Muscat

Chairperson

Action for Breast Cancer Foundation
www.actionforbreastcancer.com

Mats Hanson

Deputy Director

Swedish Association of Dental Mercury
Patients

(mercapto@telia.com)
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Dr. Peter Ohnsorge — Managing
Chairman

EUROPEAN ACADEMY FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE
(Europaem)

Wirzburg

Www.europaem.eu

Dr. Bobbie Beckman DDS
Bassano del Grappa

Italy

IABDM member
www.bobbiebeckman.it

Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja

Senior Advisor Chemicals & Sustainable
Industrial Development and Visiting Fellow
Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI)

Islamabad, Pakistan

WEBSITE: www.sdpi.org

Richard Gutierrez

Ban Toxics!

26 Matalino St., Suite 329 Eagle Court
Diliman, Quezon City 1101
PHILIPPINES

Servando Pérez-Dominguez
President

MERCURIADOS association
Spain

www.mercuriados.org

Ms Rebecca Dutton

“Mercury Madness” — Patient Support
Group

United Kingdom
www.mercurymadness.org

Elena Navarro

Presidenta de la Plataforma FEM, SFC,
SQM

Reivindicacion de derechos

Madrid, Spain

Jeffer Castelo Branco

ACPO — Associagdo de Combate aos
POPs

2° Secretario

acpo.org.br

Santos/SP, Brazil
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Juliet Duff

Irish Doctors’ Environmental Association
(IDEA)

Co Kildare, Ireland

Leticia Baselga,

Ecologistas en Accién

Merqués de Leganés

4 , 28004 - Madrid (Spain)
residuos@ecologistasenaccion.org

Dr. llona Visser
President

IAOMT (SA Chapter)
Brackenfell, South Africa

Johann J. Fonfara President

DUGI e.V.

Deutsche Umwelt- u. Gesundheits-
INITIATIVE (DUGI) e.V.
www.dugi-ev.de

Frankfurt, Germany

Francesca Romana Orlando

Vice President of AMICA

Associazione Malattie da Intossicazione
Cronica e/o Ambientale

(Association for Environmental and
Chronic Toxic Injury)

Italy

www.infoamica.it

Monika Frielinghaus

VHUE e.V.

- Association for the Support of
Environmental Sick People -
GERMANY

Dr. med. Dr. med. habil. Max Daunderer
Internist and Environmental Doctor
Habilitation as Clinical Toxicologist
Grinwald, Germany

www.toxcenter.de

Reinhard Lauer

BBFU e.V.

Federal Association of information centres
for environmental toxins, in particular
amalgam, heavy metals and wood
preservatives

http://www.bbfu.de
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Kelly Gallagher

Producer/Director

Open Your Mouth...a heavy metal
misadventure

Mercury in Retrograde INC

Founder .Mouthofhope.org Founder
Ugottawanna 6oundation

Rosina Uriarte-Alvarez (Director)
CBET-BRISBANE (CENTRO BILINGUE
DE ESTIMULACION TEMPRANA)
www.cbet-brisbane.com

SPAIN

Diana Noske
Victim of chronic mercury poisoning
Diana.Noske@googlemail.com

Jesse R. Brown, President
Michigan Natural Health Concern
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