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Background  
Mercury is highly toxic, causing damage to the nervous system at even relatively low 
levels of exposure. It is particularly harmful to the development of unborn children. It 
collects in human and animal bodies and can be concentrated through the food chain, 
especially in certain types of fish. It is well-known that mercury travels throughout the 
atmosphere, contaminating European and global food supplies at levels which seriously 
threaten human health, wildlife and the environment.  
 
In Brazil mercury is not extracted, but totally imported.  Brazil is consuming an average 
of 80 tones of mercury/year officially, but other sectors estimate this amount in 300 
tones. Main uses in the country include chlor-alkali industry (6 companies still use 
mercury-cells – each company with several mercury-cells sets in different plants, in 
dental amalgam, measuring devices in healthcare and other products such as CFL. 
Mercury is also used in artisanal and small scale gold mining - although its use is 
officially forbidden by law.  
 
Above uses have caused high mercury pollution in air, water and soil. For example, the 
chlor-alkali plant case in Cubatao/SP that contaminated rivers and soil around with 
mercury, the case of the fluorescent lamps recycling plants which mercury emissions 
were verified by the state environmental agency of Sao Paulo, or the excessive 
contamination of the Amazon Basin with mercury due to the artisanal and small scale 
gold mining activities.  
 
 
��������������

�

$%� &�'����� 	���������(	���(�����	�����	#�����#�� 	��
���(�'	��		��"������

����	��	������(	�����������	'	��

�%� )��*� �
� �	#
��������� "�	� 	�������� � 	�(����� � 
��� �(������*����� #����

� ����#�� ��� "��� �	����� �� ��#�� �� � 	��
���#� �	'��	�� �� (	���(�� ��� ��(	��

� 	��
������������#�	+
�"� 	�������"���	��	�%�

,%� )��*��
�"
������- ��	�	���"��#��� �����(	���
����%�

.%� )��*��
���������� 	��
���
�	���	�	��	���������	����/��0���

1%� )�- �"������������(	�#�'	��� 	��%�

2%� )��*� �
� "
����� 
�������#� ��� 3 4 � �� - ��*� ��� �(	� ������ ���� ����	+
	���

��- �3 4 � 5����'��'	� 	�������(�����	�%�

�

�
��(	�� ��	�� �� �	- � ��	������ 	� 	�#	�� �
�	�$� �(	� �.�(� ! 		���#� �
� �(	� 6 3 &��

4 �'	����#� � �
����� ��� 3 �������� (	��� ��� �	��
���� 1�7� ����%� 3 �� �����	�	�

�#�		� 	��� - ��� 	�������(	�� �	�- 		�� - ����� #�'	��� 	���8� (�- 	'	�� �� "���	���

                                                
1 This present proposal has been completed after the 24th UNEP GC, so the outcomes of the meeting are 
considered. 
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Considering the gaps in the country on awareness raising and only provided that 
resources are available from this grant:  
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