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Collection in Sweden

� The Swedish system has been in operation 
since 2001.

� Historically flourecent tubes have been 
landfilled.

� To reduce Mercury is a main target.
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Collection in Sweden, the present situation

� Sweden has a major logistic challange to face 
due to the relatively few inhabitans related to 
the size of the country.

� We  have today treatment facilities in Denmark 
and Norway.
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Collection in Sweden, treatment

� We focus upon several targets
Hazardous components
CO2

Transports
Recovery rates
Costs



4

EEB Conference June 27

Collection in Sweden, hazardous components

� Treatment technologies
Wet method

The Mercury stabilized via making a 
sulfide component.
The Mercury sulfide is landfilled together 
with the fluorescent powder.

Dry method.
The fluorescent powder is extracted and 
the Mercury is heated and vaporized.
The pure Mercury is beenig condensed out 
of the compound to a very pure fraction.
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Collection in Sweden, logistics

� The treatment facilities are located out of 
Sweden due to economical and ecological 
reasons.

� We have concentrated to focus upon the 
collection points

Recycling points in the Municipalities.
Large scale consumers of fluorescents.

� The transports are limited due to volume and 
not to weight.

� A challenge is to lower volume in return freight.
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Collection in Sweden, the recycled material

� The minimum recycle level is 80%.

� Mercury can only be used in a legally correct 
way.

� We recycle 
Metals
Fluorescent powder
Glass

We hope to be able to recycle 100 % I new 
contracts.
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Collection in Sweden, costs

� Our aim is to combine economy and ecology.

� A well managed tender process is the tool we 
use.

� Optimization of transport and treatment is of 
vital importance.

� There will be fewer and larger facilities for 
treatment in Europe.

� Tender processes will be coordinated in the 
future.
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Collection in Sweden, some pictures
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Collection in Sweden, some pictures


