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CCompetentompetent AAuthoritiesuthorities inin PPolandoland

InspectorInspector for Chemical Substances and Preparations for Chemical Substances and Preparations has become REACH 
Competent Authority, in order to cooperate with the  European 
Commission, European Chemicals Agency and other EU Member States
in the implementation of the REACH Regulation .

BureauBureau for Cfor C hemicalhemical Substances and Preparations Substances and Preparations provides all the 
necessary support for the Inspector in performing h is duties under 
REACH.

• The Bureau is subordinate to the Ministry of Health .
• The Ministry of Health is responsible for drafting legislation.
• Ministry of Economy is responsible for REACH Committ ee.



Polish legislation

The Directive 2007/51/EC is implemented to polish legisl ation
by Minister of Economy Regulation on amending regulatio n on 
restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerou s
substances and preparations (Regulation of 3 rd October 2008, 
Dz.U. 08.190.1163).



Polish statement

Chemicals management should ensure a high level of protec tion
of human health and the environment, including the promoti on
of alternatives for dangerous substances. 

The mercury poses the risk of appearance the significant
possibility of environment contamination.

Mercury sfigmomanometrs:
• the avarage precision of measurement depends on 

personnel’s experience and their acuteness of hearing;
• the results of measurements are not capable of reconstruct ing.



AlternativesAlternatives to to mercurymercury --containingcontaining sphygmossphygmos inin PolandPoland

Aneroid Aneroid andand electronicelectronic instrumentsinstruments areare reliablereliable substitutessubstitutes to to 
mercurymercury manometersmanometers ((simplesimple operationoperation , , useruser doesdoes not not needneed to be to be 
involvedinvolved inin thethe measurementmeasurement processprocess ))

TheThe useuse ofof RivaRiva --RicciRicci //KorotkoffKorotkoff techniquetechnique inin automaticautomatic andand nonnon --
mercurymercury devicesdevices cancan eliminateeliminate thethe misreadmisread errorerror . . ThereThere isis alsoalso
thethe possibilitypossibility to to savesave thethe resultsresults ofof measurementsmeasurements ..



Calibration/validation purposes

TheThe alternativesalternatives shouldshould be be validatedvalidated . . 
ValidationValidation ofof mechanicalmechanical sphygmomanometerssphygmomanometers isis donedone accordingaccording

standard EN 1060standard EN 1060 --2:2002.2:2002.
ValidationValidation ofof electronicelectronic devicesdevices isis performedperformed accordingaccording EN 1060EN 1060--

4:2002.4:2002.

TheThe calibrationcalibration isis performedperformed againstagainst nonnon --mercurymercury referencereference
manometersmanometers whichwhich areare calibratedcalibrated by Central Office by Central Office ofof MeasuresMeasures
everyevery twotwo yearsyears ..

MechanicalMechanical sphygmomanometerssphygmomanometers , , designeddesigned for for diagnosisdiagnosis ofof
hypertensionhypertension areare calibratedcalibrated inin conformityconformity withwith theirtheir instructioninstruction
for for useuse , , mostlymostly by by manufacturermanufacturer ’’ss serviceservice ..



Phasing out the mercury in primary healthcare

Polish Goverment has not conducted an analysis of costs
connected with replacement of mercury sphygmomanometers
to safer alternatives.

The complete replacement of mercury sphygmomanometers by 
non-mercury alternatives is economically feasible. 

The complete replacement is expected till 2010.
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