11" September 2006

RE: Sornosa Draft Report on amending the Limitations Directive on restrictions to the
marketing of measuring devices containing Mercury.

Dear Member of the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee,

We are contacting you regarding the Sornosa Report which you will vote on in the Environment
Committee on September 13". Specifically we are writing to you about the need to ban mercury-
containing sphygmomanometers (blood pressure measuring devices) not only for sale to
consumers but also for sale to healthcare.

Mercury-containing sphygmomanometers pose an unnecessary risk

Sphygmomanometers contain a great deal of mercury, and pose a large risk to patients, staff and
the environment when there is leakage (which can happen during calibration) or breakage. Also
sphygmomanometers are not necessarily properly disposed of - a recent survey in a new Member
State showed that mercury waste in hospitals is not separated nor recycled but simply burned with
other infectious waste or otherwise wrongly disposed of for instance flushed down the drain —
producing mercury releases to air and the environment.

Mercury free sphygmomanometers are available and are accurate

Nine brands of mercury-free sphygmomanometers are available on the European market today,
and many satisfy the strict precision criteria of professional organisations for the treatment of
hypertension, arrhythmias and pre-eclampsia. In four European countries: Austria, the
Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden, the experience from the use of mercury-free
sphygmomanometers has been only positive. Digital calibration devices can produce an accuracy
greater than that obtained by using mercury devices alone; and mercury sphygmomanometers are
often not calibrated frequently enough. Exemptions to the ban on sphygmomanometers for the
purpose of precision (with the exception of strain gauges) are unnecessary.

Mercury-free medical devices are cost efficient and help create more jobs

Breakages and leakages of mercury sphygmomanometers are quite costly to clean up, and proper
segregated collection of defunct instruments must be (expensively) handled as hazardous waste.
There are also the larger costs of removing mercury from waste streams and incinerator emissions.
By contrast, the market for mercury-free devices will expand with this restriction, creating more
jobs.

This is your chance to protect people’s health and help move Europe to a safer healthcare
system, reversing decades of this sector’s contribution to environmental contamination.



PLEASE VOTE TO BAN MERCURY SPHYGOMANOMETERS FOR BOTH PUBLIC
AND PROFESSIONAL USE.

Yours sincerely,
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